"
In the showers afterward, they pretty much knew which pill they had been given.
Physiologist Anne Friedlander describes a study in which some competitive cyclists took sugar pills, as a control group for high-altitude cycling studies. The others got Viagra.
Sources: Wired News, Chicago Tribune

SCORECARD Colourful sport
Football uniforms aren't just pretty: psychologists say they help spectators track more than three players at a time.
Clowns
In vitro fertilization works better if women are entertained by trained clowns after their treatment, according to an Israeli study.
Future of energy
The International Energy Agency suggests that the world's energy needs will more than double between 2003 and 2050 -and coal will still be the top power source.
NUMBER CRUNCH
Twenty-eight years have passed since the first child was born through assisted reproduction. Now, women around the world are lining up to try for test-tube babies. 3.9% of all Danish babies are born using assisted reproduction techniques -the highest proportion in the world. Hungary's national science academy has been criticized for discriminating against scientists living and working abroad. The academy's attitude is frustrating not just researchers but also the Hungarian government, which is trying to reform the country's research system and attract more high-profile scientists.
The Hungarian Academy of Sciences (HAS) in Budapest is Hungary's largest and bestfunded public research institution. It awards a title, 'Doctor of Science' , that is required by professors or lecturers at most Hungarian universities and academic research institutes. Applicants need a certain number of scientific publications, but Nature has learned that the academy's medical division treats non-Hungarian publications as worth only half as much as those published in Hungary.
"The rules basically exclude foreign researchers from competition with medical sciHungary's science academy slammed as 'obsolete'
A coalition of scientists aims to kick-start the stalled search for a vaccine against the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). The researchers will mine the genomes of HIV-positive patients from many countries in the hope of finding ways to help the immune system fight HIV.
Scientists have been trying to figure out for years why some people are less susceptible to HIV than others. Studies on specific groups of patients such as Kenyan prostitutes have identified a handful of natural genetic variations that influence susceptibility to the infection. Leaders of the coalition now plan to combine data from many of these groups, to scan the whole genome of each patient instead of particular genes, and to focus on patients who have been tracked since the early days of their infection. The policy is also against the spirit of Hungary's membership of the European Union, says Georges Bingen, who oversees mobility programmes at the European Commission's Directorate General for Research. "This looks like a severe obstacle to mobility, " he says. Last year, the commission set up a mobility charter for researchers in Europe, calling for countries to encourage researchers to work abroad. But the commission has no authority to force a scientific institution to do so.
The Hungarian government, which wants to strengthen Hungarian science, is also concerned. "Some of the academy's rules clearly disadvantage scientists who live and publish abroad, " says János Kóka, the Hungarian minister responsible for science.
Kóka says the practice is symptomatic of the academy's old-fashioned attitude. "Its election committees still consist of academicians who were socialized in a totalitarian regime, " he says. "They're used to spending tens of millions of euros without producing any results worth mentioning. " The HAS spends a large portion of its budget on "inherited merits and obsolete institutions", Kóka says.
Norbert Kroó, the HAS's vicepresident in charge of foreign relations, counters that the academy has been reformed since the fall of Hungary's communist government in 1990. Staffing has been cut by 40%, he says, and about 170 new research groups have been selected by peer review. The HAS promotes researchers' mobility across borders and between academia and industry, he adds. He says he wasn't aware of the discriminatory rules, and that he'll ask the medical section to take action: "If these rules really are applied they need to be changed. " "There are two major lobbies within the academy, " says Gábor Támas, a neuroscientist at the University of Szeged. "One faction wants changes, the other does not. "
Támas says reform is needed urgently. But he warns against dismissing the academy's performance. Some HAS institutes, such as the Institute of Experimental Medicine in Budapest and the Biological Research Center in Szeged, produce some of the best science in the country, he says.
Critics and supporters of the academy should stop blaming each other, says Ernõ Duda, president of both Solvo Biotechnology in Budapest and the Hungarian Biotechnology Association. He agrees that the academy needs to change, but also that Hungary's overly hierarchical universities must open up. "Until a few years ago I would have said that financing was the biggest obstacle to biotechnology in Hungary, " he says. "Now the biggest problem is our obsolete and old-fashioned academic research system. " Even so, it's still a gamble that the whole-genome studies will yield results. "There's no guarantee that this approach is going to work -it's very much a betting game, like anything else we do," says Sunil Ahuja, a clinical researcher at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio, who is not involved with the EuroCHAVI study. "But you've got to take a shot."
■
Erika Check
Genome analysis might spot genes related to HIV response. "They're used to spending tens of millions of euros without producing any results worth mentioning."
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